
ENG 1131: WRITING THROUGH MEDIA 

RACE, GENDER, AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

ASSIGNMENT: RHETORICAL ANALYSIS 
 

Due: 22 October (before class) 

Length: 900 words 

Points: 150 

 

Select one of the visual texts/objects we have encountered in the class and analyze the way in 

which that text/object uses rhetorical strategies to make an argument about race, gender, 

and technology. If you choose to look at two texts or objects, please consult with the instructor 

first.  

 

Choose a text which will be amenable to a rigorous analysis. Identify the argument made by the 

text and then analyze the rhetorical strategies used to construct that argument. These rhetorical 

strategies include logos, ethos, and pathos. Your paper is not, however, a 5 paragraph essay with 

an Introduction, Conclusion, and one paragraph each devoted to one rhetorical strategy. Rather, 

your paper should analyze how various visual or multimedia elements in the photograph or film 

create an argument. Your paper should also pay attention to the circumstances of the 

production and circulation of that text as they inform the text’s rhetorical claims. Your 

paper should consider who created the text, the voice and genre of the text, and who the intended 

audience of that text was. You will have to pay particularly close attention to the historical and 

social context of the text’s production and circulation. 

 

As you prepare to draft your paper, please consult the relevant Guide to Visual Rhetoric on 

Sakai. 

 

Before you begin writing, do a close reading of the literal details in the photograph/film you are 

analyzing. Notice people, objects, things in the scene. How are these actors positioned? What are 

they doing? What type of scene/setting is depicted? If you select a film, choose a small clip 

(probably no more than 2-5 minutes long) that will help you say something about a key theme in 

that film. Based on your close reading, begin to formulate a tentative argument. What is the 

effect of this arrangement of scene on the viewer? What message is being conveyed?  

 

Your analysis should be at least 900 words long, and include a clear thesis statement and a 

developed argument which supports that thesis statement. While external sources are not 

required for this assignment, your paper should use evidence from the text you are analyzing. 

Any sources used must be cited in MLA format, and visual content should be appropriately 

captioned.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


